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THE 


Rational Communicant: 


OR; A 


PLAIN ACCOUNT, @c 
Par. 


IR, I heard you yeſterday 
with ſome ſatisfaction treat- 
ing upon the ſubject of the 
Lord's Supper; and if I remember right, 
you told us, that the Sacrament was an 
eaſy, plain, intelligible thing, and what 
people of the meaneſt capacities might 
underſtand, provided they would bring 
an ordinary attention, and love of truth, 
with them. I hope, Sir, I have thoſe qua- 
lifications, and ſhall rejoice if you will 
be ſo kind as to aſſiſt my weakneſs, 


Min. The obſervation 1 made is cer- 
tainly true; nor do I think there are any 
difficulties on that ſubject. However, if 
you have any, I will endeavour to give 

you the ſatisfaction you want. 


Par. I ſhall readily propoſe fuch ait. 
ficultics as occur to me; but yet if you 
| A 2 N 
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pleaſe you can lead me by proper que- 
ſtions, ſo as to make me more tully 
comprehend this holy myſtery, 


Min. Do not begin with words, 
which may do you an injury in your 
enquiries. The ſcriptures never call 
this ſacred inſtitution a myſtery ; and if 


they do not treat it as ſuch, I can't ima- 
gine why we ſhould. What is plain, 


and eaſy, and intelligible ſhould not be 
dreſſed up in terms, which in common 
uſe imply ſomething incomprehenſible. 


Par. I will endeavour to obſerve this 
caution for the future. I beg of you 


therefore to acquaint me with what I 


ought to know concerning this inſtitution 
of our Saviour. 


Min. I will :. But previouſly I muſt 


obſerve to you, that you can know no 
more than what our Saviour himſelf, or 
his Apoſtles have told us. Whatever 


therefore they have declared to be the. 
end, or deſign of this Supper, that is 


the end and deſign, and nothing elle : 
and if any man takes the liberty to aſ- 
ſign other ends than thoſe which Chriſt 


and 
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The Rational Communicant, f 5 
and his Apoſtles have aſſigned, he muſt 
treat it not as the Lord's Supper, but as 


his own Supper; a Supper inſtituted for 
ends of his own, and not for thoſe which 


our Saviour appointed, 


Par. I underſtand you very well. Be 
pleaſed therefore to inform me what thoſe 
ends are which our Lord aſſigned. 


Min. Do not be in ſuch haſte. Firſt 
underſtand the inſtitution itſelf z and then 
you will come to the ends deſigned by it : 
and when you are apprized of theſe things, 
it will be fit to conſider any difficulties or 
doubts which may ariſe in your mind. 


Par. I ſhall very readily follow your 
own method. 


Min. Furſt then, It is fit that you 
ſhould know, that our Saviour in the 
fame night that he was betrayed foot 
bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and 
gave it to the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, 
eat, this is my body. And he took the cup 
and gave thanks, and gave it to them, ſay- 
ing, Drink ye all of it, for this is my 
blood of the New Teſtament, which is ſhed 

A 3. — 
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for many for the remiſſion of ſins. Matt. 
xxvi. 26, 27, 28. St, Mark ſpeaks of 
this in the ſame manner ; adding this cir- 
cumſtance about the cup—And they all 
drank of it. c. xiv. 22, 23, 24. St. 
Luke, when he relates the inſtitution, 
c. xxii. 19, 20. has annexed, the end of 
the inſtitution. This is my body which 
is given for you, this do in remembrance 
of me. Likewiſe alſo the cup after Supper, 
faying, this cup is the New Teſtament of 
my blood, which is ſhed for you. I will 
add the other place where this inſtitution 
is mentioned, viz. 1 Cor. xi. 23—20. 
The Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in which 
he was betrayed took bread, and when be 
had given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, 
Take, eat, this is my body which is broken 
for you; this do in remembrance of me: 
After the ſame manner alſo, he took the 
cup, . when he had ſupped, ſaying, This 
cup is the New Teſtament in my blood : 
This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remem- 
brance of me. For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſew the 
Lord's death till he come. I wiſh you 
would read over theſe paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture carefully, and raiſe whatever diffi- 
culties occur to you from theſe places: 
TY - becauſe 
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The Rational Communicant. 7 


becauſe from underſtanding theſe well, 
you will eaſe yourſelf of a great deal of 


trouble. 


Par. I will do it. J have done it, 
Sir, and find that I ſtand in need of your 
help. I perfectly underſtand what St. 
Matthew ſays, by— He took bread, and 
brake it, and gave it to the Diſciples, and 


ſaid, Take, eat. But what is meant by 


be bleſſed it? 


Min. He gave thanks to God, the 
great Creator of all things, for it. So 
ſays St. Luke expreſsly, He took bread, 
and gave thanks, and brake it. 


Par. I underſtand it clearly; our Sa- 
viour did by this bread, as he did when 
he fed the multitude, He looking up to 
_— bleſſed, that 1s, gave thanks for 

pr his Habe, which is in heaven. But 

what is the meaning of thoſe other 
8 is my body? How could 
the bread be the body of Chriſt, ſince 
his Diſciples ſaw his body, and the bread, 
to be two different * ; 
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Min. The ſcripture language is very 
plain, unleſs people are willing to de- 
ceive themſelves. When any one is look- 
ing upon the picture of the king, and 
knowing whoſe it is, ſays, —This is the 
king—No one from thence imagines, 
that the picture is litterally the king in 
perſon, but only a proper repreſentation, or, 
as the caſe may be, a proper memorial, 
of the king : So in the caſe before you, 
This is my body, —it is not the deſign of 
our Saviour to ſpeak litterally, but only 
to ſay—This is the repreſentation, or me- 
morial, of my body. This broken bread 
is a juſt repreſentation of my body which 
is broken for you. 


It you read the ſcriptures carefully, 
you will obſerve the very ſame manner of 
ſpeech, which no one was ever ſo ſtupid 
as to miſtake, When our Saviour ſays 


—* 7 am the vine, ye are the branches: 


He does not mean, that he was changed 
into a vine, or his Diſciples into branches : 
but his deſign was to expreſs how the Diſ- 
ciples by being united to him would bring 


John xv. 5. 


forth 
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forth fruit in good works, juſt as the 
branches receive nouriſhment from the 
vine they grow upon. So again, when 
he ſays— am the door—Fobn x. 7, his 
deſign was to repreſent himſelf as the 
proper means of entrance into the king- 
dom of God; and not to ſay that he 
was changed into a real door. As there- 
fore there is no reaſon to underſtand theſe 
figurative ſpeeches contrary to common 
ſenſe, ſo neither can there be any reaſon 
why men ſhould abuſe the words of the 
Sacrament to make them expreſs abſur- 
dities, and nonſence, when conſiſtent 
with all language, they may be under- 
ſtood agreeable to common ſenſe, 


Par, Truly, I think, that as God de- 
ſigned his inſtitutions for men, i. e. for 
beings who have ſome degrees of un- 
derſtanding, it muſt be very ridiculous to 
command them to do, or to believe, ab- 
ſurd and unreaſonable things. I obſerve 
that St. Matthew fays— He took the cup 
and gave thanks and gave it to them, ſay- 
ing, Drink ye all of it : and I find that 
St. Mark fays—And they all drank of it. 
I ſuppoſe the remark which you would 
have me make upon this is—That all 


ought 


10 The Rational Communicant, 


ought to drink of that cup, as well as 
eat of that bread, | 


Min. You have made a very juſt ob- 
ſervation z and methinks it is very re- 
markable that ſuch a ſtreſs ſhould be laid 
upon the drinking the cup; that it ſhould 
be ſaid—drink ye ALL of this; and that 
it ſhould be fo particularly remarked— 
that ALL drank of it—when one conſiders 
what has happened in the Chriſtian 
world, where. the laity have been de- 
2 of this part of the Sacrament. 

no plainneſs whatſoever, either in an 
inflitution, or in a prophecy of what is 
to come to pals, is ſufficient to guard 
againſt the wickedneſs of man. 


Par. So I think. But what is the 
meaning of what our Saviour ſaid, when 
he gave his Diſciples the cup and bid 
them drink of it For this, ſays he, 15 
my blood of the New Teſtament, which ts 
hed for many for the remiſſion of ſins. 
I obſerved when I read over the paſlages 
in St. Luke and St. Paul, that they ſay, 
This cup is the New Teſtament in my bl:od. 
I own, I neither underſtand, how the 
cup can be the New Teſtament in our Sa- 

. viour's 
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viour's blood; nor what he means by 
faying, This cup is my blood of the New: 
Teſtament, I can underſtand that Chriſt 
died for the remiſſion of ſins z or that 
God might paſs over the tranſgreſſions 
of men, and not impute them to them; 
but, in good truth, I have no notion of 
the other part of this ſentence. 


Min. I will endeavour to afliſt you 


here. As the bread broken was a re- 


preſentation, and a proper memorial, of 
his body broken, ſo the wine in the cup 
was a repreſentation and memorial of his 
blood: As the wine was poured out of 
the cup, ſo was his blood poured out of 
his body. When therefore our Lord in 
St. Matthew ſays—This is my blood, even 
that of the New Teſtament he means 
This wine is the repreſentation and me- 
morial of my blood which is ſhed to 
confirm the New Covenant which God 
promiſed b his prophets to make: viz. 
what was gontained in this promiſe, J 
Will be merit g. to their unrighteouſueſs, and 
their fins and iniguities will I remember no 
more. Heb. viii. 12, The ſenſe is the 
ſame in St. Luke and St. Paul Ibis cup 
ts the New Teſtament in my blood, This 


wine 


12 The National Communicant. 
wine in this cup is to put you in mind 
of the New Covenant confirmed by my 


* 
Par. Still, Sir, I am at a loſs. I un» 
derſtand how bread may repreſent a bo- 
dy, and wine may repreſent blood: but 

here it is ſaid—This wine, or cup is the 
4 New Covenant. How does wine repre- 
ſent a Covenant? 


| Min. You miſtake the deſign of this 
expreſſion. The wine repreſents our 
| Saviour's blood only ; which being ſhed 
| to confirm the New Covenant, it is ſaid, 
} This wine repreſents, not a new Cove- 
F xant,. but a New Covenant confirmed by 
| | my blood. It is to put us in mind indeed 
| 

| 

{ 


of the New Covenant, but then it is to 
put us in mind of the New Covenant ſo 
confirmed, as this was. | 


i Par. I believe I now apprehend you: 
| Ihe bread and the wine are repreſenta- . 
3 tions, and memorials of our Saviour, 
[ who gave himſelf for us, and died, and 
by his death confirmed the Covenant 
with God. They are properly adapted 
to raiſe in-our minds. the thoughts of the 
x 2 kindneſs 
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kindneſs which our Lord has ſhewn us, 
by giving himſelf up even to death for us, 
and by that means confirming the New 
Covenant betwixt God and us. But ſtill 
J have one difficulty remaining with me, 
and that is, I obſerve that you call this a 
New Covenant, whereas it is in St. Mat- 
thew and St. Luke, called the New Teſta- 
ment. Now I think that a teſtament is 
the laſt will of any perſon deceaſed ; 
whereas a Covenant 1s 2 ſort of 0 
or agreement betwixt living perſons. 
= 8. I underſtand this ? A 


Min. This difficulty arifes only from 
your not conſidering, that Teftament is 
uſed in a large ſenſe for whatever is teſti- 
fied to be the will and intention of our 
Lord. But it 1s properly here to be un- 
derſtood of a Covenant founded upon bet- 
ter promiſes than the Old one, made with 
the 7ews, was: and requiring a different 
ſort of conditions, the conditions of 
Faith, and Obedience to the commands of 
God. This alteration of the conditions 
in the Old Covenant, makes the Chriſtian 
Covenant to be called a New one; and 
when the Word Teſtament is applied, it 

B is 
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is in a ſenſe not of a man's 4ſt evill,, but 
io a larger ſenſe, as it ſignifies a decla - 
ration and publicatien of ones will. 


Par. I think 1 underſtand now this 
inſtitution of our Lord, He took bread, 
and gave thanks to. his Father, and 
broke it, and gave it to his Diſciples z 
He likewiſe took Wine, and gave it to 
them all; and he declared that theſe 
ſymbols were repreſentations of his bo- 
dy broken, and his Blood ſhed to con- 
firm a Covenant made upon the candi- 
tions of faith and obedience in his fol- 
lowers z and of a promiſe on God's part 
to remit all paſt ſins, upon the perfor- 
mance of all the duties. of a Chriſtian, 
and not of this one only, 


. Min. You take it right: and if you 
carefully obſerve what you underſtand, 

you will be able to anſwer any difficulties 

which may be ſtarted upon this ſubject, 


Par. I ſhall be glad of that; for 1 
own I have met with ſo many hard things 
- in diſcourſes upon this ſubject, - that I was 
uneaſy in my own mind, that. l. 
T | ve 


Dr 


tution. 
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Hve to theſe years and yet not be capable 
of apprehending what I was to practiſe. 


Min. You have not yet done : there 


| is one principal thing, of which you have 
not yet taken notice, and that is the end 


which our Saviour mentions of this inſti- 


Par. It is true. I was ſo overjoyl 


at finding that I underſtood this inſtitu- 
tion now ſo well, that I had like to have 


forget this, which was a principal thing 
inde 


ed. I ſee it contained in thoſe words 


—This do in remembrance of me. I ſup- 
pole the plain meaning of theſe words is 
the true one Eat of this bread, and 
drink of this wine in remembrance of 


* me: make uſe of theſe ſigns to keep 


<< up in your minds a conſtant remem- 


* brance of my death and ſufferings.” 


This is certainly a wiſe inſtitution, be- 
cauſe it will keep up a remembrance of the 


death and ſufferings of our Saviour till 


he ſhall come again, 


Min. Certainly it will have this effect: 
and therefore St. Paul adds — For as often 
= B 2 | as 
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45 ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do ſhew the Lord's death till be comes. 
This 1s a ſtanding memorial of the death 
| of our Lord; and his true diſciples, ma- - 
king uſe of it, declare to all the world 
i their faith in him, and are to continue 
Si ſo to do till he comes to judgment. 
| 

| 

| 


4 Par. I find no other end mentioned 


| ſo expreſs and clear, nor is it mentioned as 
*1] an end, I think, fo properly as it is an uſe 
11 to be made of it. It is x Cor. x. 17. where 
Bs St. Paul ſays — For we being many are one 
& 1. bread, and one body,. for we are all parta- 
| 
| 


of this inſtitution by our Saviour. Pray 

34 is there any other end mentioned in the 
F Scripture elſewhere ? W 

235 Min. Yes; there is: tho? it is not indeed 


2 


1 


a. cats... 


kers of that one bread. His meaning is— 
We Chriſtians, though we are very nu- 
merous, yet we are all but one body, juſt 
11 as the ſeveral diſtinct pieces of bread di- 

1 ſtributed at the Lord's Supper make all 
but one loaf; and we are to be conſidered 
as at unity with one another and in perfect 
love and charity, ſince we all eat of that 
one loaf, Here then it is made a * 
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of love and friendſhip; a ſign of mu- 
tual amity; a mark of Chriſt's Diſciples, 
who are to be known by this, * they 
have love ene for another. 


Par. . would have me then to con- 
ſider this inſtitution as made only for theſe 
two ends, to commemorate the death of 


Chriſt, and to be a ſign of friendſhip 


amongſt Chriſtians ? 


Min. It is not I that deſire it of you; 
but it is our Saviour, and the Apoſtles, 
who have mentioned no other ends but 
theſe ; and conſequently no other ends 
can be made of the Lord's Supper, wickl- 
out changing its inſtilution, and making 
it not the Lord's Supper, but our own 


Supper. 


Par. You will give me leave now to 
repeat what has been ſaid, that you may 
ſee whether I apprehend the thing as I 
ought. And 1ſt, Here is nothing elſe 


but bread and wine in the Lord's Sup- 


Per: it is ſo when it is placed upon the 
table; and it is ſo when it is eat and drank 
by the communicants. adly, The bread 
8 B 3 and 
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ain if you can find any 


Min. Tr ry 


the: Goal or in the Epiſtles, which 


' ſhould make you be ſo ſcrupulous. If 


you find ery one not make your 
duty harder, than: our Tord and Maſter 
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Par. I own I find nothing elſe in the 
Scriptures; but then I find a great deal 
more in books which I have read. You 
tell me it is bread and wine even after 


eonſecration; and I own the Scriptures 
ſay nothing to the Contrary : But then our 


Church. 
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The Rational Communicant. 19 
me, and made me very uneaſy, becauſe ! 
never could have any notion how the 
bread was made the Body of Chriſt, or 
how it was verily and indeed taken and 
received by faithful more than by wicked 
men, ſince both alike receive the very 
ſame Elements of bread and wine. g 


Min. Remember your rule, I mean 
the Scriptures, and ſteadily adhere to 
them. Our Saviour took bread and 
bleſſed it, or gave thanks to God for it, 
His giving thanks to God made no alte. 
ration in the bread or wine, nor changed 
it from what it was to ſomething: elſe. 
When now . bread and wine is /et apart 
for the uſe of the Lord's Supper, the ſet- 
ting it apart to that uſe makes no altera- 
tion in it, more than the ſetting apart any 
thing elſe for any particular uſe makes an 
- alteration in the thing ſo appropriated. 

When the Miniſter therefore now a-days 
ſets apart for the uſe of the communicants 
bread and wine, he does nothing to the 
bread and wine but ſet it apart, and 
conſequently the bread and wine is bread 
and wine ſtill. The words he uſes to 
{et apart the bread do not make any 
— Change 
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change in the bread: and were he to uſe 
any form of thanſgiving to God for the 
bread and wine before him on the table, all 
the purpoſes of its being a Sacrament would 
be completely anſwered. Our Saviour or- 
dered bread and wine to be taken; but 
he gave no poſitive form of benediction, 
or conſecration. The Church has wiſely 
directed the form and the manner of ſetting 
the bread and wine apart for the purpo- 
ſes intended, but never deſigned to inti- 
mate, that the words uſed ſhould change 
the bread into fleſh, or the wine into blood, 


Par. But how then is the Body and 


Blood of Chriſt verily and indeed taken and 


received by the faithful in the Lord's-Supper? 
I own the bread and wine are not chang- 
ed: if therefore the body and blood of 


Chriſt be verily and indeed taken, they muſt 


be ſpiritually taken: for if they be not bodi- 
ly, they muſt be ſpiritually, or not at all, 


Min. To eat bread ſpiritually, and to 
drink wine ſpiritually, is a direct ab- 
ſurdity ; unleſs by /p:ritual eating of bodily 
things, you mean the eating them to 


ns: purpiſes, and with /piritual 2 
an 


I 
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And in this ſenſe it is eaſily poſſible to eat 
bread ſpiritually whilſt it continues bread : If 


any thing elſe is meant, I readily own my 
ignorance of it; nor do I think it any ſhame 
to be ignorant of what cannot poſſibly be 
explained, The bread and wine then 1s 
the repreſentation of the body and blood 
of Chriſt, and figuratively are called his bo- 
dy and blood. The thing intended or figni- 
fied by theſe ſigns is the body of Chriſt. 


To receive or take the body and blood of 
. Chriſt, is the ſame as to take the Lord's 


Supper, that is, to receive and take what 
Chriſt appointed to be taken, according 


to his inſtitution, in remembrance of him, 


which only the faithful, or true belie- 


vers, do s 


I grant the expreſſion in the Catechiſm 


to be very hard, and eaſily liable to be 


much perverted ;. and therefore I ſhould 
be glad, if (in due time) it were re- 


moved. But ſince we have it, it is fit to 


underſtand it in the beſt manner we can. 
The bread is figuratively called the body 
of Chriſt; i. e. his body is juſtly repre- 
ſented, and as it were ſet before us, by 


the 


bread, When therefore it is ſaid, that 
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the body and blood of Chriſt are very 
and indeed taken and received by the faith- 


full in the Lord's Supper, the meaning is 


(when ftripped of the figurative words) 
ſignified by the bread and 
wine is the body of Chriſt broken, and 
the blood of him ſhed:; which body and 
- blood fo broken and ſhed are remembred 
- by the faithful, according to the inſtitution 
of Chriſt, 


Par. But, Sir, the words are, the bo- 


dy and blood of Chriſt, not the things 


which fenify the body and blood of 
Chriſt, are verily and indeed taken and re- 
ceived by the faithful in * Lord's 


Supper. 


Min. True; but remember that we 
cannot take or receive any thing on this 
occaſion but what is commanded by our 
Lord to be given to us. Now nothing 
is commanded to be given but bread and 


wine appointed for this particular pur- 


poſe: and conſequently no more ean be 
-underſtood' as taken and received by the 
faithful, but bread and wine according 


ito Chriſt's inſtitution -in as of 
Im, 


— * 
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him, which is figuratively called his bo- 
dy and blood. 3 

Par. By this meaning of theſe words, 
I perceive you do not imagine any real 
preſence of our Saviour in the Sacrament, 
but would have me take the bread and 
wine as ſymbols or memorials only of 
the body of Chriſt, 


Min. I would have you do what our 
Saviour commanded, If there be no re- 
al preſence promiſed, or declared, what 
right have you to talk of one? or why 
ſhould you torment yourſelf about the 
manner of our Saviour's being in the 
bread, when you have not one word of 
ſuch language in the Teſtament? What 
is this imagination founded on, but our 
Saviour's ſaying of the bread—This i; my 
body? People might as well conceive our 
Saviour really preſent, in a particular in- 
effable manner in every thing that is con- 
ſecrated, or ſet apart, (if conſecration cau- 
ſes or occaſions a real preſence) as imagine 
a real preſence from this figurative ex- 
preſſion, | 


Par, 
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Par. I perceive then that I ought to 
look- no further than the Scriptures for 
this inſtitution: and if I concern myſelf 
with no more, I am not to blame. 
Have the Scriptures ſaid more than what 
we have already diſcourſed about the na- 
ture of this Sacrament ? 5 


Min. The Scriptures have ſaid no 
more about the Sacrament itſelf; but 
have ſaid ſome things in relation to re- 
ceiving it, which will deſerve your 
thoughts. e. g. St. Paul, after he had 
given ſo particular an account of the In- 
ftitution in 1 Cor. xi. proceeds in this 
manner, v. 27, Sc. Whoſoever ſhall eat 
Ibis bread and drink this cup of the Lord 
unworthily hall be guilty of the Body and 
Blood of ihe Lord. But let a man exa- 
mine himſelf, aud jo let bim eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup. For be that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh damnation 10 himſelf, not 
diſcerning the Lord's Body. For thts 


cauſe many are weak and ſickly among you, 
ana many ſleep. | 


Par. 
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Par. I am glad to hear you mention 
this ; for I think you now are come to 
the great difficulty, and which really has 
often affrighted me from the Communion. 
Theſe are hard things, that a man zhat 
eats and drinks unworthily eats and drinks 
his own damnation ; and is guilty of he 
body and blood of Chriſt, This is a mat- 
ter of ſuch mighty danger, that I have 
ſometimes wondered that any venture at 
all upon it: for they are very likely to 
kindle God's wrath againſt themſelves and 
provoke bim to plague them with divers diſ- 
eaſes and ſundry kinds of death, The 
good received is ſcarce an equivalent to 
the hazard run. | 


Min. You ſeem to talk as one really 
in a fright: compoſe yourſelf a little, 
and calmly examine into the Apoſtle's 
meaning : perhaps you will have diffe- 
rent notions of theſe things; and will ſee 
a conſiſtent eaſineſs in the whole. | 


| Par. I ſhall + ay at that, for to deal 
ingenuouſly, theſe hard ſayings both in 
the Apoſtle and in the communion-ſervice 


have 


26 The Rational Commutiican. 
have kept me from this duty, and I think 
would ever have kept me from it, had 
not I heard your encouragement to come 
to the communion, and your declaration 


that it was all an eaſy as well as an intel- 
ligible duty. 


Min. You will find what I ſaid to be 
true. Read therefore theſe words of the 
Apoſtle carefully, and let us examine in- 
to their meaning. 


Par. I find that ſome of als Corin- 
thians came drunken to, or made them- 
ſelves drunk at the Lord's Supper. v. 21. 


Min. Very right ; and therefore you 
will acknowledge that they eat and arank 
untvorthily. | 


Par. No doubt; ſuch men were very 
wicked, and very richly deſerved to 5 
fer for cheir fins, * 


Min. Theſe men, and all that are of 
the ſame ſort, are unworthy : and if you 
obſerve, you will ſee that they are charged 
Win not 9 _ Lord's body, They 


made 
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made no difference betwixt the Supper of 
the Lord, and one of their own enter- 
tainments where they might eat and 
drink to ſatiety, without conſidering that 
the end of one was to refreſh their bodies, 
the end of the other was to remember 
their dying Saviour. There is an eſſen- 
tial difference betwixt the Lord's Supper 
and a bodily repaſt : and it is the duty of 
every Chriſtian to diſcern, and make a 
difference between, theſe. ' If therefore 
men will come in ſuch a manner as to 
make no difference: if they will come 
drunken, and diſordered, to the Lord's 
Supper, you muſt own anworthineſs in 
ſuch, and a not diſcerning the Lord's body. 


Par. This is certainly unworthineſs, and 
ſuch men it is plain do not regard the 
duty they are about: but are there not 
others unworthy as well as theſe ? 


Min, Yes, Where the reaſon is the 
ſame, there is the ſame unworthineſs. 


e. g. To come profanely or irreverently, 


without regarding the deſign, or the inſti - 
tion of the Sacrament, is to come unmor- 
thily. And ſuch a man with ſuch a diſ- 


C 2 poſition 
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poſition muſt provoke inſtead of pleaſing 
our Saviour, becauſe he offers the utmoſt 
indignity to him, who is the judge of all 
men's actions. 


Par. I readily acknowledge, that ſuch 
men muſt aggravate their crimes inſtead 
of leſſening them by ſuch unwortby beha- 
viour, | 


Min. But beſides this; ſuppoſe a man 
were to come to the Table of the Lord, 
not to remember the death of Chriſt, but 
to band themſelves and others in ſecret 
wickedneſs ; to ſecure to himfelf ſecrecy 
in deteſtable act ions, ſuch as conſpirac ies, 
aſſaſſinations, marders, and ſuch like vil- 
Janies. You fee this is anworihy of Chri- 
ſtians, and in conſequence this eating and 
drinking is eating and drinking unwortbily, 
not diſcerning the Lord's body; nay I will 
add, it is eating and drinking damnation to 
themſelves, becauſe it is increaſing wicked- 
neſs, inſtead of for/aking it. 


Par. 1 readily admit, that this too is 
anworthineſs to the laſt degree, 


Min. 
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Min. Again. Suppoſe that a man 
comes to the Lord's Table without repens 
tance for paſt faults, and without reſolu- 
tion of amendment for the time to come, 
— This muſt be a contempt of the ordi- 
nance of Chriſt, which ſuppoſes repentance 
where ſin has been committed, and which 
requires that a man ſhould fixf# examine 
himſelf and ſo let bim eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup, 1 Cor. xi. 28. The 
life of a Chriſtian ought to be a life of 
holineſs and virtue ; and he 1s obliged to 
conform his actions to the rules which our 
Saviour has laid down, He therefore that 
will not endeavour to amend his life, or 
to forſake ſin, and yet comes to the Lord's 
Table, muſt diſregard our Saviour, and 
muſt aggravate his guilt by openly offer- 
ing an affront to our Lord, 


Par. I ſee by this, that, in general, by 
unworthineß you mean, coming to the 
Lord's Supper in any manner «nworthy 
of a diſciple of our Lord. But then [ 
fear that to come to this Sacrament, after 
breach of the promiſe of amendment, will 
be an unworthineſs which will aggravate 

Oe ones 


- 
—— —_— 


30 The Rational Communicant. 


ones condemnation. I own that I have 
heretofore approached the Lord's Table 
with reſolutions of forſaking fin, which 
have proved ineffectual: and ſurely it is 
a great aggravation of my fault to have 
added a breach of ſolemn vow : I conſi- 
der myſelf as a debtor, and I have pro- 
miſed my creditor payment. Now I not 
only have been guilty of not paying my 
debt, but I have moreover broke my 


word, and therefore have forfeited my 
credit, 


Min. I am glad you have put this caſe, 
becauſe I believe it a very common one. 
Conſider therefore, , That your reſo- 
tutions when made were very good, the 
effect of a then preſent good diſpoſition ; 
and as they. proceded from a good end, 

and were good means to that end, and 
the likelieſt way to ſucceed, they were 
really good acts. If therefore you are 
afraid of eating and drinking unwor- 
thily, becauſe you are rot always, at all 
times, and all ſcaſons, as good, as once 
upon a time you wiſhed to be, you muſt 
think God to be a hard maſter, rigid, ſe- 
vere, inexorable: and you muſt ſuppoſe 
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it a duty to abſtain from a preſent ac- 
knowledged good act, for fear leaſt you 
ſhould hereafter be guilty of a bad one. 
But 2dly, What is your promiſe ? Is it 
any thing but a declaration of a preſent 
fixt reſolution ſo to live as to avoid, as 
much as you can, all fin ? You promiſed 
to do your beſt to check all inclinations 
to ſin, and to uſe your beſt endeavours to 
regulate your paſſions, and to bring them 
into ſubjection to reaſon. Now to exert 
ourſelves on ſuch occaſions is doing all 
we can, and all we mean by making 
ſuch promiſes : and if we fail in the per- 
formance, this 1s not a reaſon to keep us 
from the Sacrament, but to make us more 
upon our guards at another time. But 
3dly, Put the caſe at the worſt ; you pro- 
miſed, and you broke your promiſe, 
This is not ſo bad as never to promiſe 
amendment at all, and under that cover 
never to deſign amendment. It is cer- 
tainly better to intend and promiſe to pay 
ones debts, than never to intend at all to 
pay them: in the one caſe you only di/- 
appoint your creditor, and this too when 
you do your beſt to pay him; in the 

| other 
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other you deſign to defraud him of his 
debt; and which is worſt, do you judge? 


Par. True; "bay you will own that! 
have broke my promiſe: and never to 
make a promiſe or take up a reſolution, MF 
is better than to add a violation of pro- 
miſe to my former ſins. MR 

1 
74 


Min, If you mean by promiſe, ſtrong 
reſolutions, tell me what there is in Scrip- 
ture which excludes the returning offender 
from the benefit of pardon ? Is remiſſion 
of ſin promiſed in the Goſpel only to ſuch * 
or ſuch particular crimes? Or is the 
breach of a good reſolution a crime which 4 Ps 
has forgiveneſs, neither in this life, nei 

ther in that which is to come? Be eaſy; 
for a repenting Sinner is always a worthy 
communicant z and pardon is promiſed 
to him that repents. 


Par. You tell me then that unworthi- 
neſs conſiſts always in doing ſuch things 
as are unfit for a Chriſtian to do : in be- 
ing profane, vicious, and without repen- 
tance : I eaſily ſee that ſuch men muſt 
* their faults, But the Apoſtle 

Jays 
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fays—they eat and drink their own damna- 
tion—And—They are guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord. What is the 
meaning of theſe expreſſions. 


Min. The eaſieſt way I can take to ex- 
preſs the meaning of this 1s, to put a 
caſe, Suppoſe a Jew, believing nothing 
of Chriſtianity, were to offer himſelf to 
be baptized, and were to profeſs himſelf 
to be a Chriſtian, would he not be bapti- 
zed to his own damnation ? i. e. Would 
he not encreaſe his guilt, and in courſe 
his condemnation, by ſuch an open infult 
upon the Lord? Juſt ſo, if a Chriſtian 
co mes to to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, with ſuch a diſpoſition as an un- 
converted Few would to the Sacrament of 
2 Baptiſm, the effect or conſequence would 
4 be the ſame, a high aggravation of fin 
and guilt, and he would eat and drink his 
damnation. | 


The other expreſſion is more difficult. 
To be guilty of the body and blood of our 
Lord, is, to be liable to puniſhment due 
for not putting a difference betwixt the 
Sacramental bread and wine and the or- 


dinary 
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dinary food of feaſts. He that miſuſes 
or perverts the deſign of the Sacrament, 
is guilty of the body and blood of the Lord: 
guilty of not acting as becomes a Chri- 
ſtian; guilty of behaving himſelf to- 
wards the Lord in the ſame unworthy 
manner, with the ſame ſort of ill diſpo- 


ſition, profaneneſs, and contempt, as the 


Fews did when they crucified the Lord of 


life. Thus you fee it is in common lan- 


guage : when one man kills another, the 
murderer is guilty of the blood of the 
Main perſon : i. e. guilty of having ſhed 
his blood. And in point of morals, he 
that deſigns and intends to do fo, though 
he does it not, is guilty of the crime of 
murder. And thus 1t is in the preſent 


caſe; the man of ſuch a wicked diſpoſi- 


tion is guilty of the body broken and 
blood ſhed of our Lord: i. e. guilty of 
breaking his body and ſhedding his blood. 
Such a wicked wretch has all the evil diſ- 
7 pon in him which would lead him to 


ill our Lord a ſecond time. 


Par. If this be the meaning of theſe 
words, I do not ſee that any can be de- 
terred from this duty but very ill, 2 
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fane, and irreligious perſons ; ſuch as ne- 
ver repent of their ſins, and ſuch as come 
to the Lord's Table with a reſolution ne- 
ver to repent. And ſuch ought to be 
deterred from doing themſelves a miſ- 
chief. 


Min. I told you, that theſe expreſſions 
of the Apoſtle were not ſo terrible to any 
ſerious Chriſtiarr as you imagined ; for 
theſe inconveniencies, be they ever ſo 
great, have no relation to good and vir- 
tuous Chriſtians, who are apt to be moſt 
affected and: moſt affrighted by them. 
The very apprehenſions ſuch men are 
under, manifeſtly ſhew a goodneſs of diſ- 


ff XX poſition; a mind far from profane or ir- 
nt religious, and far from any purpoſe of 
4 2 continuing in ſin, 

of * Par. I hope I am not of a wicked and 
d. XX profane mind: but yet I own I am fear- 


i- ful that I am not fo good as I ought to 
to be; and therefore I have ſometimes ab- 

ſtained from communicating, merely 
from the apprehenſions of hazard and 
eſe danger in my coming. | | 


Min. 


36 The Rational Communicant: 


Min. But pray conſider what you have 
got by this. Whether you do, or do 
not, communicate, it is neceſſary to ex- 
amine yourſelf whether you repent truly 7 
your former ſins; and whether you ſted- 
faſtly purpoſe to lead a new life, It is ne- 
ceſſary to have à lively faith in God's mer- 
cy through Chrift, with a thankful remem- 
eng of bis death: And it is neceſſary 
to be in charity with all men. What is 
there more than this neceſſary to make a 
good communicant? So that whether you 
do, or do not, communicate, you are ob- 
liged, you ſee, to live as if you conſtant= 
ly did communicate, or elſe you cannot 
be approved a good and faithful Servant 
of your Lord. 1 


Par. By this I perceive you would 
have me communicate very regularly and 
conſtantly : but methinks this argument 
ſeems to me to prove more than you in- 
tended ; v7z. an uſeleſſneſs of communi- 
cating, ſince I am obliged to live as ex- 
actly and virtuouſly without as with com- 
municating. Pray what is the uſe of 
communicating ? * | | 
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Min. I cannot ſuffer you to leave this 

int with ſuch a notion in your head. 
| will tell you the uſes preſently. But, 
what I was ſaying was, every Chriſtian is 
obliged conſtantly to maintain good 
works, and to adorn his profeſſion with 
virtue. You faid, you had abſtained - 
from the Communion through fear of the. 
hazard in communicating, I add now to 
what I ſaid before, that this is very ab- 
ſurd, and very weak reaſoning ; and if 
you were to apply it to that point, I do. 
not ſee but it would make you quit Chri- 
ſtianity itſelf, and renounce the religion 
you were baptized into. 
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Par. God forbid ! I hope no ſuch con- 
ſequence as that will follow, 


Min. Conſider, To be frightned from 
the Lord's Supper by the harſh expreſ- 
ſions made uſe of in ſcripture is, you ſay, 
nit and right. Upon this principle then 
l would ſay, you ought to be frightned 
from ever embracing Chriſtianity itſelf ; 
for there are very terrible denuntiations 
of God's wrath in it againſt wicked and 
: D unrighteous 
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unrighteous men. They are threatned with 
perdition, and everlaſting deſtruction from 
the preſence of the Lord, and to be put in a 
ſtate and place where ibeir worm dieth not, 
and their fire is not quenched, Now I ſay, 
that it is juſt as reaſonable to be frightned 
from all religion, becauſe of the ſeverity. 
of future puniſhments threatned ; or it is 
as right to renounce Chriſtianity itſelf, be- 
cauſe it is a hazardous and frightful inſti- 
tution, as it is to abſtain from the Lord's 
Table becauſe there are ſevere denuntia- 
tions threatned againſt ſuch particular 
perſons as are unworthy, and keep them- 
ſelves unworthy of the benefits which 
they might receive. 
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Par. I am fully convinced that I was 
miſtaken in my apprehenſion of what 
you ſaid, Be pleaſed, Sir, now to tell 
me what are the benefits which may be 
received from the Communion, 


Min. Your cathechiſm tells you, The 
ſtrengibning and refreſhing of our ſouls by 
the body and bloed of Chrift, as our bodies 
are by the bread and Wine, ny. 


Par, 
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they are ſupplied with nouriſhment they 
are not exerciſed in meditation, in vir- 


grow languid, and careleſs in all good- 
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| Par. It is true; but yet I think that 
theſe. words want an explication; for to 
me they ſeem hard and obſcure. 


Min. I obſerved to you before, that 
the bread and wine is not the body, but 
the ſign or repreſentation of the body of 
Chriſt : ſo that the thing which refreſhes 
and ſtrengthens our mind is that which 
the bread and wine only repreſents, viz. 
Chriſt dying for us. When we are hun- 
gry and thirſty, we grow faint and weak, 
and our bodies decay apace, and unleſs 


will ſoon die. So, our fouls when they 


' tyous acts, and in religious practices, 


neſs, and, in the moral ſenſe, die. 
When they grow in good habits, and 
men are conſcious that they are accepta- 
ble to God, their minds are refreſhed and 
_ comforted, and they grow ſtronger and 
(ſtronger in their good diſpoſitions, 


Pear. You ſeem to me to explain this 
in a mere natural way; and do not give 
D 2 me 
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me any encouragement to hope for ſuper- 
natural graces and afſiſtances accompany- 
ing the reception of the Sacrament. 


Min. You have read all that the ſcrip- 
- tures ſay upon this ſubject; and if God 
has made no particular promiſes to the 
Sacrament, you have no reaſon to expect 
or hope for any performances from him 
in it. Do you your duty, and you whl 
find great benefit from it. 


Par. What is the benefit 1 hall find? 


Mi n. If you carefully ms religiouſly 
remember the death of Chriſt you will 
grow in faith, and hope, and charity : 
You will habituate yourſelf to think of 
your duty in its fulleſt: extent: You will 
have frequent opportunity of n 
upon the relation you ſtand in to Chriſt 
your maſter: This will bring into your 
mind the obligation you are under to 
him, and to your neighbour, and to 

yourſelf: It will give on an opportunity 
of confirming yourſelf in all goodneſs : 
and by theſe natural means you Sill grow 
in that which is fit and right, and bu 
make 
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make you finally accepted by God, who 
| has promiſed his rewards to ſuch as by 
4 | 1 22 cuntinnance in well doing ſeet for 
glory and honour and immortality. | 


Par. I muſt own I thought that you 
EE would bave told me that there were ſome 
4 1 peculiar extraordinary graces annexed to 
3 the elements: but as Lund none in my- 
1 OY elf, whenever 1 did receive the Sacra- 
ment, I concluded myfeif from thence to 

be an unworthy communicant, and there- 
2 1 bad almoſt reſolved never to com- 
x — any more. 


ps — OO” CD was YJ 


1 Ia many others. They think the Sacra - 
ment operates their minds as charms 
do. They expect that it ſhould work 
n virtuous diſpoſition of mind they know 
not why or bow: and expect to feel the 
effect without any act of their own. 
Whereas all pofitive inſtitutions are ſuited 
do produce good habits, and are to be 
U b 1 = as means 'to goodnefs : and where 
act is natural and fitly adapted to that 
1 Weng, it ſhould be uſed as ſuch; and not 
14 1 i be drefled up in ſuch a manner, as muſt do 
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a real damage to that ior which it waz 
deſigned. as a ſervice. - Remember that 
the ſcriptures have made no promiſe of 
any ſupernatural grace to be annexed to 
the elements: and therefore to expect ſuch, 
is as the Apoſtle calls it 10 hope without 
_ i. e. without any grounds or — 


Par. I perceive then from all this 
that I muff ſtrive to confirm myſelf in 
virtuous practices; that I muſt not ima 
gine that when I have received the Sacra - 
ment my fins are pardoned, and I am 
abſolved, and that I may begin to fin 8 
afreſh ; * that I am uniformly and con- 
ſtantly to-proteed in virtue: I find that 
* but goodneſs of life is of rea! 
uſe, or will make me accepted: by God : 


and that the Sacrament is to be uſed as a 

roper means to acquire this habitual 8 
goodneſs: As 1 ſee this whole matter 'is 
rational-and intelligible, and as it is con- 
ſiſtent with moral agency, and with. the 


4 nature of religion, and gives no encou- 
#* ragement to any vice, I will from hence- 
1 forih endeavour to 8⁰ and er ac- 
1 cordiag to it. . 1 
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Mie. I commend your reſolution, and 
heartily wiſh you good ſucceſs in your 
undertaking. h 


9 Par. If I underſtand you right, you 
1 conſider this inſtituted rite, as a means to 
bo virtue. The benefit of complying with 
it conſiſts in its tendency and fitneſs to 
make a man a better man, and to pro- 


duce in our minds an habitual diſpoſition 
to goodneſs, 


Min. If you remember the ends men- 
tioned by our Saviour and by St. Paul, 
it is certain that there is a fitneſs in this 
means to its ends. And if you think of 
the ules, which are obvious, you cannot. 
but ſee, that the partak ing of this rite ' 
will excite in you many good reflections: 
and when the impreſſion is frequently re- 
newed the good thoughts will be revived, 
and will grow more and more ſtrong 
and good principles will be cultivated, 
and all the good that can be expected 
from thought, and meditation, and ſeri- 
ouſneſs, and attention, will be promoted. 


And as the rite itſelf is peculiarly adapted 
Tal to 
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to thefe good uſes, - you cannot fail of 
great benefit from frequent Communion. 


Par, I ſee a good reaſon now, why 
St. Paul ſaid, As oft as you eat this iris 
and drink this cup; intimating .plainly 
that we ought to communicate often. For 
by often communicating, we often exerciſe 
our minds in a proper manner, and 
ſtrengthen our good diſpoſitions, and mo- 
ral habits, and every particular virtue 
which we endeavour to confirm, or im- 
prove. 


Min. You do ſo: Aud you may [fie 
as ſtrong a reaſon to conclude that this, 
and all inſtituted rites, are no better than 
mere uſeleſs rites, unleſs they produce, or 
promote real goodneſs. 


Par. Do you ſay, that this Sacramtane 
is a mere trifling, inſignificant A 
unleſs moral goodneſs attends it ? 


Min. No doubt it is. The end of it 
was goodneſs: the benefits of it are 
goodneſs: and our Saviour when he in- 
ſtituted it, deſigned it as ſubſer vient n 
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that purpoſe, and it would be ſuperſtition, 


or ſomething like ſorcery, if it were not 
made uſe of to this purpoſe. 


Par. I ſhall for the future make this 
good uſe of it: And God grant that I 
may keep my reſolutions fixed, and im- 
prove myſelf as I ought. 

One thing I would obſerve farther, that 
you have never mentioned any thing 


about the ſixth chapter of St. John. 


Min, That is true. But it did not 
apy from forgetfulneſs, but becauſe it 
as no relation to the ſubject. That diſ- 
courſe of Chriſt was ſpoke long before his 
death: and-it is only a figurative manner 
of ſhewing the neceſſity of faith in him, 
under the terms bread and fleſh; and as 
it does not relate to the ſubject, it is nei- 
ther neceſſary nor proper to ſpeak to it 
upon this occaſion, | 


Par. I thank you for the pains you 
have been at : and I hope it will be for 
my Good. I heartily pray that God 
would grant it may. 


Min. 
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Min. Amen. And the Grace of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, 
and the Fellowſhip of the. Holy Ghoſt be 
with you always. 


A * at coming up to the Lord's 
Table, 


T is, O Lord, with the moſt grateful 

remembrance and ſenſe of my -Re- 
deemer's paſſion, that I approach thy 
Table. Let this my eating and drinking 
at it, be deemed a ſign or mark of friend- 
ſhip between Thee and me: and may I 
never be guilty of any action which may 
be imputed to me as a violation of what 
J here profeſs. Grant * O Lord, for 
Jeſus Chriſt's fake. Amen. | 


A ſhort Prayer after receivi ing the 
Bread. 


2 we Lord, of this my imper- 
ſet obedience in 'remembrance of 


the death of thy Son 3 and let my pre- 
2 ſent 
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ſent good wiſhes and deſires increaſe and 
grow in me unto perfection: that I may 
for the future live as becomes a Diſciple 
of Chriſt, renouncing whatever is con- 
trary to the rules of the Goſpel, and par- 
ticularly maintaining that Love and Cha- 
rity which he has made the mark of his 
Diſciples. Hear my Prayer, O God, 
and accept me in thy beloved Son Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A ſhort Prayer after receiving the 
Cup. 
Have great cauſe, O Lord, to be 


thankful, and to remember that the 
blood of Chriſt was ſhed for me, and for 


1 many for the remiſſion of ſins. Let 


mine, O God, be blotted out, and let 
me be admitted into thy favour, that I 
may finally obtain everlaſting lite wath 
the Saints in light, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


Medi- 
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A Meditation and Prayer ſuited to the 
| occaſion. 


4 HIS ſolemn meeting is in remem- 
brance of what our Saviour did and 
ſuffered for us. He who had no ſin, and 
in whoſe mouth there was no guile, vo- 
luntarily ſubmitted to death, even the 
death of the croſs, for our ſakes. He 
ſubmitted to have his body pierced, and 
his blood fhed, and at laſt to die, in a 

publick, even ignominious manner, who 
had never done any thing that could de- 
ferve death. Multitudes were ſpectators 
of his death; and were evidences that it 
was real, certain, beyond debate. The 
ſhedding of his blood was in obedience 
to thy will, O God, who by that means, 
and by railing him again, haſt /bewwn to 
all, the poſſibility and the reality of a fu- 
ture ſtate, where our ſouls may exiſt, and 
dwell with Thee to all eternity: Thou 
haft not only given us this argument taken 
from our ſenſes, but Thou haſt likewiſe 
promiſed through him eternal life to all 
that are ready and willing to accept him 
as their Lord and Maſter, It is, O Lord, 
with 


—  — > 6 ſi eee bd © 1 & © Fw. (> (5 r 


Prayers. 49 


with the gratefulleſt remembrance of his 
love and kindneſs' to mankind, that 1 
now in this manner have profeſſed my- 
ſelf his Diſciple. He has promiſed in 
thy name, the forgiveneſs of our fins ; 
and by his death he has ratified the Co- 
venant betwixt Thee, and all ſuch as 


mit to thy laws. Do thou, Lord, 


EE # + # ©@ ® + & 


ſtrengthen my faith; ſtrengthen me in 
my reſolutions to obey his will: Let me 


not fall into any temptations that may 


prove too hard for my weak nature: 


And ſo direct me in the ways of thy 
providence, that I may paſs through this 


life to another unblameable and irre- 
proveable in thy ſight, Grant this, O 
Lord, for Jeſus Chrift's ſake. Amen. 
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Plain Account of the Nature and End 
of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
In which all the Texts in the New 
Teſtament, relating to it, are produced and ex- 
plained: and the whole doctrine about it drawn 
trom Them alone. To which are added Forms 
of Prayer: The 4th Edition, 120. Price 
1% 6, 
Several Diſcourſes concerning the Terms of 
Acceptance with God. In which the 1 75 
themſelves are diſtinctiy laid down as they are 
ropoſed to Chriftians in the New Teftament, 
| oy ſeveral Notions of the Conditions of Salva- 
tion are conſidered. By Bosjamin Hoadly; D. D. 
now Lord Biſhop of 15 nchefler. The 4th E- 
dition, 89. Price 5 5. 
An Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm. 
By Samuel Clarke, D. D. late Rector of St. 
7 s Weſtminſter. The 3d Edition. 1 2m. 
rice 2 3. 
Three Practical Eſſays on Baptiſm, Con- 
firmation, and Repentance. By Samuel Clarke, 
D. D. The 5th Edition, 12mo. Price 1 5. 6 d. 
© A Paraphraſe on the Four Evangeliſts. With 
Eritical Notes on the more difficult Paſlages. 


Very 


BOOKS Printed, &c:; 
Very uſeful for Familics. By Samuel S 
D. D. 2 Vols. 8. The 8th Edit. Price 10 5. 

A Paraphraſe on our Saviour's Sermon on 
the Mount. By Samuel Clarke, D. 9 Price 
34. or 100 for 1 l. 

Two Letters. One from a Lady to a F nend 
who had married a Roman Catholick Gentle- 
man, the other from the ſame Author to the 
ſaid Gentleman; by which he was converted 
from the Popiſh Religion, to the Proteſtant. 
Firſt publiſhed in 1727 upon the Recommen- 
dation of the late Dr, Samuel Clarke. The 3d 
Edition, 12 m0. Price 4 d. or 100 for LJ. 45. 

Grotius of the Truth of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. Tranſlated into Engliſh by Fobn, Clarke, 
D. D. Dean of Sarum. 

A Letter to a Friend concerning the great 
Sin of taking God's Name in vain. To 
which are — Remarks concerning vain 
or common Swearing. By Edward Wells, 
_ D. The '6th. Edu. Price. 32 * I00 for 

Fe 515, 

Unworthinefa no Aut for: not coming to 
the Sacrament, | briefly ſhewn by way of Dia- 
logue, between a Miniſter and his Pariſhioner. 
By Edward Wells, D. D. the 30 Edition. 
Price 1 d. or 100 for 63. 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Duty of 7 a De- 
cent and Reverent Behaviour in Church, in 
the time of Diving Service, By Eduard Wills, 

D. D. Price 3 d. or 100 for 3 L. 8 
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e Capacity to recejbe reli 
Inſtructions, and of the Manner how :t give 


kliem fuch Inſtructions; with Prayers da 25 


to the ©a 1 we of Children. By 2 
Paco rice 1 d. or 100 for 6 > © 
A ee rtechiſm z or, the- Principles 


che Chriſtian Religion, laid down in the 
Words of the Bible. The 3d Edit. Prite 44 
or 100 for 1 L 4 5. 

- *Fhe Duty of a Chriſtian, ſet forth in 
„ ſeveral practical Diſcourſes, being an Expoſi- 
tion of the Lord's Prayer. To which is added 
A Difcourſe on the Sacrament of the Lord's 
_ Supper; for the Uſe of Families. By Jahn 
* Rector of ee 121%. Price 


| 5 "The Common-Prayer Book the beſt Com- 
ion in the Houſe and Cloſet, as well as 
in the Temple: Or a Collection of Prayers 
but of the Liturgy ſor the whole Family to- 
her; and every Perſon apart -By himſelf. 
ith a particular Office for the Sacrament. 
The 18th Edition. Price 1... 

The Word of God the beſt Guide to all 
Perſons, at all Times, and in all Places: Or, 
1 Collection of Texts of Scripture, plainh 

all ſuch things as ate: neceſſary fur 

Ae, Ln ien Knowledge : and Fiir 
57 By e ee of the Conimon-prayer: the _ 
Co ice 15 64, 
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